
 

Part 13 The Mountain of God and Catching Away 

Recap:  

 Harvest Cycles: 
o Passover first wave of harvest separated by the wind and caught up 
o Pentecost second wave of harvest crushed in tribulation 
o Tabernacles last wave of harvest grapes gathered at end of tribulation 

 Sinai was a picture and type of catching away of the bride 
o Noah’s ark is a type of the rapture as well 

 The seven feasts speak of the end times 

 Enoch (prayer), Elijah (revival/anointing), and Noah/Lot righteous living 
o Hebrew word for taken away regarding Enoch is laqach and comes from a root 

word to marry or wed. 

Hebrews 12:18 “For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, 
and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind, 19 and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of 
words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to 
them. 20 For they could not bear the command, “IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN, IT WILL 

BE STONED.” 21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, “I AM FULL OF FEAR and trembling.” 
22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to myriads of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled 
in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and 
to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than 
the blood of Abel. 

25 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they 
refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who 
warns from heaven. 26 And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, 
“YET ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN.” 27 This expression, 
“Yet once more,” denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created 
things, so that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we receive 
a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an 
acceptable service with reverence and awe; 29 for our God is a consuming fire.” 

Paul was taken to mountain to receive new revelation 



Romans 16:25 “Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept 
secret for long ages past.” 

1 Corinthians 2:7 “but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God 
predestined before the ages to our glory.” 

Ephesians 1:9 “He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention 
which He purposed in Him.” 

Ephesians 3:9 “to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has 
been hidden in God who created all things.” 

1 Corinthians 15:51-53 “Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will 
not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed. 53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on 
immortality.” 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are 
asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in 
Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until 
the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself 
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up 
(harpazo-snatched away) together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 

 The Church’s birth was hidden (Eph 3:10-21) 

 The Gentile’s blessing of redemption was hidden (Galatians 3:13-14) 

 The catching away of the believers was a hidden mystery (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18) 

The Apostle Paul was converted and received special revelation from the Lord for the church 
like Moses did for Israel at Sinai.  Paul was a special messenger to the gentiles. 

 He was a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin (Rom 11:1) 

 He was educated under Rabbi Gamaliel as a Pharisee (Acts 22:3, Phil 3:5) 

 He was converted while traveling to Damascus (Acts 9:5-8) 

 He went into Arabia to receive revelations from Christ (Gal 1:12 and 17) 

Galatians 1:15 “But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called 
me through His grace, was pleased 16 to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among 
the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood, 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem 
to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to 
Damascus. 



18 Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed 
with him fifteen days. 19 But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s 
brother. 20 (Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before God that I am not lying.) 21 Then 
I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22 I was still unknown by sight to the churches of 
Judea which were in Christ; 23 but only, they kept hearing, “He who once persecuted us is now 
preaching the faith which he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they were glorifying God because of 
me.” 

Galatians 4:25 “For this Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answers to Jerusalem which now 
is, and is in bondage with her children.”  Both Moses and Paul received revelation at Sinai. 

Fullness of the gentiles come in 

Romans 11:25 “I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that 
you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the 
Gentiles has come in.”  The fact that many Jews are coming to the faith is a sign we are living at 
the closing of one age and the birth of the next. 

Reasons for a catching away (Harpazo- strongs 726) 

Those that have diligently studied the Bible feel confident there is a rapture preceding the days 

of Jacob’s trouble (tribulation).  Those that do not believe in the rapture do so based on a 

“dream or vision,” an isolated scripture taken out of context, or they simply have bad 

eschatology.   

David Yonggi Cho “Regrettably even though the Bible makes a clear distinction between the two 

comings of Christ, some people are still mistaken in the interpreting of what will happen.  When 

they teach that the church will also go through the tribulation, they not only hurt themselves but 

also lead others astray.” 

 In the air (1 Thess 5:16-17) vs feet touch Mt. of Olives  

Acts 1:11 “They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, 

who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have 

watched Him go into heaven.”  Zechariah 14:4 “In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of 

Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its 

middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the 

north and the other half toward the south.” 

 Thief in the night (1Thess 5:2, 1 Pet 3:10) vs glorious appearing for the world to 

see slaughtering the enemies of Israel (Matt 24:29-31) 

 Priestly garments (wedding garments) and seven days of soaking in God’s 

presence (marriage supper) like Esther prepared for the king (Ex 29:30; Matt 22:1-

14) 

 God’s holy feasts:  Trumpets is next (final great blast- Tekiah ha Gadolah) 

 The church is clearly mentioned in Revelation 1-4 and not mentioned again in 5-

19. 



 It is the day of Jacob’s trouble not the churches trouble (Jer 30:7) 

 Seventieth week of Daniel which pertains to the Jews as the days of the church 

age is over 

 New testament witness of scripture:  we are not appointed for wrath (1 Thess 5:7-

10) and will be saved from the wrath (Romans 5:8-9). Saved is sozo and means 

“deliver protect.” 

 New Testament witness of scripture:  comfort with these words (1 Thess 4:18) 

 Jesus taught us to pray that we might escape these things…..not endure them 

Luke 21:34-36 “Be on guard, so that your hearts will not be weighted down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of life, and that day will not come on you suddenly like a trap; 35 for 

it will come upon all those who dwell on the face of all the earth. 36 But keep on the alert at all 

times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take 

place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”  There has been a mocking and ridiculing those that 

believe in the rapture. 

 If there is no rapture why is satan’s servants working so diligently to discredit it and 

explain it away?  Lord Maitreya and extraterrestrial beliefs 

I was most interested that Benjamin Creme felt it necessary to spend the first 30 minutes of his 

lecture ridiculing and attempting to prove false the widespread Christian teaching of a Rapture. 

Considering the amount of controversy amongst Christian circles regarding a Rapture, I was 

fascinated that Satan apparently considers the teaching enough of a threat to have his servant 

spend so much time opposing it. Benjamin was clearly fulfilling the prophecy in II Peter. 

"Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 

and saying, where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 

continue as they were from the beginning of the creation . . . The Lord is not slack concerning 

his promise . . . the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night... "  II Peter 3:3,4,9,10 

Those that have a problem with rapture debunked (Perry Stone researched this) 

The new testament mentions the coming of the Lord in over 300 verses.  Still some argue that 
the Rapture is a modern doctrine and not a Biblical one.  Some teach that it was revealed in 
prophetcy given in 1830 by a woman named Margaret McDonald.  Here are the six main 
arguments: 

1. First argument that the rapture was first taught in 1830 from a prophecy is false.  It was 
taught way before that. 

 Dr. John Gill in 1748 (Baptist theologian) called the catching away the “rapture.”  
He wrote in his commentary on 1 Thessalonians 4:1 “The Apostle, having 
something new and extraordinary to deliver concerning the coming of Christ, the 
first resurrection, or the resurrection of the saints, or the change of the living 
saints, and the rapture both of the raised, and the living in the clouds to meet 
Christ in the air expresses itself in this manner.” 

 Peter Jerieu around 1687 taught “The saints shall reign with Christ around a 
thousand years…But to me it seems very evident that this reign shall begin with 
some miraculous appearance of our Lord in his glory.  After which he shall go 



back to heaven….There is a first coming of Christ to establish his kingdom on 
earth, shall not it be in that manner, with the voice of an archangels, and in great 
magnificence in glory?  Who can prove that, at the first coming of Christ, he shall 
not raise some of the dead?  As St. John seems expressly to have foretold.” 

2. Second argument:  no early writings of early believers indicated an acceptance of the 
rapture of the bride and the glorious appearing. 

 Clement of Rome (95AD) first epistle on the Corinthians wrote: “Ye see how in a 
little while the fruit of the trees comes to maturity.  Of a truth, soon and suddenly 
shall his will be accomplished, as the scriptures also bear witness, saying, 
‘Speedily He comes and will not tarry; and the Lord shall suddenly come to his 
temple even the Holy One, for whom ye look.  Then Clement’s second epistle “If 
therefore we shall do what is just in the sight of God, we shall enter his kingdom, 
and shall receive the promises, which neither eye hath see, nor ear has heard, 
nor have entered into the heart of man.  Wherefore let us every hour expect the 
kingdom of God in love and righteousness, because we know not the day of the 
Lord’s appearing.” 

 The shepherd of Hermas (100-120 AD) wrote “You have escaped from the great 
tribulation on account of your faith, and because you did not doubt in the 
presence of the beast…Go, therefore, and tell the elect of the Lord his mighty 
deeds, and say to them that this beast is a type of the great tribulation that is 
coming.  If ye then prepare yourselves, and repent with all your hearts, and turn 
to the Lord, it will be possible for you to escape it, if you heart be pure and 
spotless, and ye spend the rest of your lives serving the Lord blamelessly.” 

 Ephraim the Syrian (Greek Orthodox) wrote in 373AD “All the saints and the elect 
of God are gathered together before the tribulation which is about to come, and 
are taken to the Lord, in order that they may not see at any time the confusion 
that overwhelms the world because of our sins.” 

3. Third argument is that the rapture in a non-Biblical teaching emphasizing escapism, but 
the answer to this is the Bible maintains a principle of the righteous escaping wrath.  In 
fact Jesus taught us it would be like it was in the days of Noah and Lot at his coming in 
which both these righteous men and their families escaped God’s wrath.  Also, Jesus 
taught us in Luke 21:34-36 to be counted worthy to escape these things. 

4. The fourth argument is that the church must experience judgment to be purged from 
sin, but the problem with that thinking is, it is through confession and repentance that 
cleansing comes.  Wrath is for the heathen not the righteous.  The Bible clearly states 
we are not appointed for wrath (1 Thess 5:9) 

5. The fifth argument is that the rapture happens during mid tribulation because of the last 
trump and the angel sounding the seventh trumpet mid trib, but the seventh trumpet has 
nothing to do with the rapture which is in Revelation 4.  Rather the last trump mentioned 
in 1 Cor 15:52 is probably connected to the Tekiah Ha Gadolah at Rosh Hashanah. 

6. The sixth argument is that the rapture takes place at the end of the Tribulation time 
which most don’t believe, and it is an impossibility.  The thief in the night appearing and 
the glorious appearing have to be two different appearings. 

7. The final argument is these are really the same appearing with different descriptions, 
but 2 Thessalonians 2:1 says “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ (glorious appearing), and by our gathering together unto him 
(rapture).”   

Controversy about words 



The English words used to describe being “caught up” or “gathered together” has been called 
the rapture.  This is actually a good word to use, but it is not a word found in the Bible. 

 The word demon is not actually in the Bible directly 

 The phrase millennial reign 

 The phrase second coming or second advent 

 The word trinity 

The word harpazo was translated from Greek into Latin by Saint Jerome in the 4th century and 
the Latin word for caught up is rapere and means to “transport to another place.”  That is where 
the word rapture came about. 

Who is going in the rapture: 3 misconceptions about the rapture 

 Everyone who claims Christianity will be raptured:  false 
o Only those who watch and pray (Luke 21:36) 
o Only those who look for him and his appearing (Hebrews 9:28) 
o Note the parables of the unprofitable servant (Matthew 25:30) 
o Note the parable of the ten virgins (Matthew 25) 

 Backsliders will have time to repent when they hear the shout and shofar blast: false 
o Three sounds occur at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) 
o Not all people heard the voice of God (John 12:29) 
o They that have an ear to hear will be able to hear (Revelation 2:7) 

 The Rapture could happen 1,000 years from now:  false 
o Warning about scoffers (2 Peter 3:3) 
o Warning about not discerning the signs (Luke 12:56) 
o Warning about servants delaying his coming (Matthew 24:48) 
o The Lord clearly said the generation that sees all these signs will not pass away 

without seeing the coming of the Lord (Matt 24:33-34) 
o The Lord warned he would come at a time people do not expect (Luke 12:40) 

 

 

 

 


